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Abstract:

This study aimed to comparatively examine the educational thoughts of Mulla Sadra and Jean-Jacques Rousseau and to derive an integrated
educational model compatible with the philosophical, cultural, and pedagogical assumptions of the Iranian educational system. This study
was qualitative in nature and fundamental-theoretical in purpose, employing a philosophical-comparative analytical method. Data were
collected through library research and the analysis of philosophical and educational texts. The primary sources included Mulla Sadra’s major
works related to transcendent philosophy, the soul, substantial motion, and existential hierarchy, as well as Rousseau’s central writings,
particularly Emile, or On Education, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, and The Social Contract. The analysis was conducted at three
interconnected levels: anthropological, epistemological, and teleological foundations; educational principles and methods; and practical
implications for the Iranian educational system. The inferential findings indicated that despite their fundamental metaphysical differences,
Mulla Sadra and Rousseau share several educational assumptions, including the gradual nature of human growth, the importance of lived
experience, criticism of verbalistic and memory-based instruction, the active role of the learner, and the necessity of aligning education with
developmental stages. In Mulla Sadra’s thought, education is interpreted as the gradual movement of the soul toward existential perfection,
rationality, self-purification, and true happiness. In Rousseau’s view, education is grounded in the natural goodness of the child, guided
freedom, direct experience, and the avoidance of premature social and conceptual imposition. The proposed integrated model emphasizes
experience, interaction with the environment, and natural development in early educational stages, while prioritizing rationality, virtue,
meaning, and existential elevation in later stages. The results suggest that a stage-based integration of Mulla Sadra’s transcendent philosophy
and Rousseau’s naturalistic educational approach can provide a theoretical foundation for rethinking the Iranian educational system and
support a shift from rote, examination-oriented instruction toward growth-oriented, experiential, ethical, and meaning-centered education.
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Extended Summary

Introduction

Education is never a merely technical enterprise; it is always grounded in deeper philosophical assumptions about the human
being, knowledge, value, freedom, society, and the ultimate purpose of life. Every educational system, whether explicitly or
implicitly, presupposes a particular image of the learner and organizes its aims, curricula, instructional methods, and assessment
practices accordingly. In this sense, philosophy of education functions as the theoretical foundation through which
anthropological, epistemological, and teleological assumptions are translated into educational principles and practices.

Contemporary educational systems face persistent challenges such as excessive test orientation, rote learning, weakened moral
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formation, declining intrinsic motivation, and the growing separation between schooling and meaningful life. These challenges
are particularly important in the Iranian educational context, where modern educational structures coexist with a rich Islamic-
philosophical heritage and a strong need for culturally grounded educational renewal (Adib, 2025; Morshedi, 2025; Swargiary,
2024).

Within Islamic philosophy, particularly in the transcendent philosophy of Mulla Sadra, the human being is understood as a
dynamic, graded, and evolving reality. Concepts such as the primacy of existence, gradation of being, substantial motion, the
hierarchical structure of the soul, and the union of the knower and the known provide a powerful basis for interpreting education
as existential growth rather than the mere transmission of information. In this perspective, the learner is not a passive container
of knowledge but a being in motion whose existential intensity can increase through knowledge, moral purification, rational
development, and meaningful action (Adamson & Taylor, 2004; Jackson, 2020; Rezamand, 2020). This view aligns with
broader Islamic intellectual traditions that connect knowledge with moral reform, spiritual development, and the cultivation of
the complete human being (Horkuc, 2004; Jawad, 2005; McNeilly, 2002; Mohomed, 2026).

In contrast, Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s educational philosophy emerges from a modern critique of artificial social institutions,
premature moralization, and formal schooling. Rousseau places the child, nature, experience, freedom, and developmental
stages at the center of education. His concept of negative education emphasizes the avoidance of premature instruction and
moral preaching, arguing instead for the careful design of environments in which the child learns through experience, natural
consequences, observation, and gradually expanding freedom. Rousseau’s thought has remained central to modern child-
centered education because it challenges authoritarian, verbalistic, and adult-centered approaches to schooling (Bahrami, 2026;
Harwood, 2025; Lastra, 2022). Comparative educational philosophy also shows that dialogue between Islamic and modern
Western perspectives can produce new theoretical possibilities, especially when it moves beyond superficial comparison toward
the reconstruction of educational principles suitable for contemporary contexts (Akkoyunlu, 2024; Fathollahi & Haghshenas,
2025; Ismail & Aziz, 2025; Noor & Berisha, 2025). Accordingly, the present study aimed to comparatively examine the
educational thoughts of Mulla Sadra and Jean-Jacques Rousseau and to derive an integrated educational model compatible with
the philosophical, cultural, and pedagogical assumptions of the Iranian educational system.

Methods and Materials

This study was qualitative in nature and fundamental-theoretical in purpose. It employed a philosophical-comparative
analytical method to examine the educational foundations, principles, and goals of Mulla Sadra and Jean-Jacques Rousseau.
The research was conducted through library-based data collection and systematic analysis of primary and secondary
philosophical and educational texts. The primary sources related to Mulla Sadra included his major works concerning
transcendent philosophy, the soul, substantial motion, the hierarchy of being, and the relationship between knowledge and
existence. The primary sources related to Rousseau included his major educational and social writings, particularly those
addressing natural education, freedom, developmental growth, and the role of society in shaping or corrupting the individual.

The analytical process was organized in several stages. First, the anthropological foundations of education in both thinkers
were extracted and interpreted. Second, their epistemological assumptions were analyzed, with attention to the role of reason,
experience, intuition, embodiment, and developmental readiness. Third, their educational principles and methods were
identified, including gradual growth, moral formation, rational cultivation, negative education, guided freedom, and

experiential learning. Fourth, their educational aims were compared in relation to concepts such as happiness, existential
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perfection, autonomy, natural development, virtue, and social responsibility. Finally, the findings were synthesized to formulate
an integrated educational model relevant to the Iranian educational system.

Findings

The findings showed that Mulla Sadra’s educational thought is grounded in an existential anthropology. In his view, the
human soul is not a fixed entity but a dynamic reality capable of movement, intensification, and perfection. Education,
therefore, is not reducible to information transfer or skill acquisition; it is a gradual process of existential strengthening. The
learner moves from lower to higher levels of perception, rationality, self-regulation, moral awareness, and meaning. This
interpretation makes education a process of “becoming” rather than mere schooling.

The analysis of Sadra’s epistemology indicated that knowledge is not simply the possession of propositions. Rather, true
knowledge transforms the knower. The principle of the union of the knower and the known implies that learning becomes
genuine only when it changes the learner’s being, understanding, conduct, and orientation toward truth. Therefore, a Sadrian
educational approach requires a movement from sensory experience to imagination, from concept to reason, and from reason
to moral and existential transformation. It also emphasizes the integration of theoretical reason and practical reason, meaning
that knowledge must be connected to ethical action and self-purification.

The findings also showed that Rousseau’s educational thought is grounded in natural anthropology. He assumes that the
child possesses a natural developmental logic and that education must protect this natural growth from premature social
corruption. Childhood is not merely preparation for adulthood; it is a meaningful stage with its own value, rhythm, and
educational requirements. Accordingly, Rousseau rejects premature abstraction, verbalism, excessive discipline, and early
moral preaching. Education should begin with experience, observation, sensory engagement, play, interaction with nature, and
real consequences.

Rousseau’s epistemology gives priority to lived experience. Knowledge emerges through the child’s active encounter with
the world rather than through verbal transmission alone. Words without experience produce fragile and superficial learning.
Therefore, the classroom should become a space of exploration, experimentation, problem-solving, and discovery. The
teacher’s role is not to dominate learning through direct instruction but to design meaningful situations in which the learner
encounters problems, makes choices, experiences consequences, and gradually develops judgment.

The comparative analysis revealed both divergence and convergence. The central difference between the two thinkers lies
in the ultimate aim of education. For Mulla Sadra, the goal of education is happiness, rational perfection, moral virtue, and
existential elevation. For Rousseau, the goal is freedom, autonomy, sincerity, natural health, and independence from artificial
social domination. However, these goals are not necessarily incompatible. Freedom can be interpreted as a condition for rational
and moral development, while existential perfection can be understood in a way that does not negate autonomy and human
dignity. The integrated outcome is the concept of an autonomous meaning-oriented human being.

The shared elements between the two thinkers are also significant. Both oppose static views of the learner. Both understand
growth as gradual and internal. Both criticize superficial, verbalistic, and externally imposed education. Both emphasize the
importance of experience, although they conceptualize it differently. Both reject education that produces outward conformity
without inner transformation. These shared elements make it possible to design an integrated educational model in which early
education emphasizes experience, play, nature, guided freedom, and protection from premature pressure, while later education
emphasizes reflection, rationality, moral formation, self-purification, meaning, and social responsibility.

Discussion and Conclusion
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The results suggest that a comparative dialogue between Mulla Sadra and Rousseau can provide a theoretically rich
foundation for rethinking education in Iran. The Sadrian perspective addresses one major weakness of contemporary schooling:
the reduction of education to examination performance, information accumulation, and measurable academic output. It restores
the concepts of meaning, wisdom, moral cultivation, self-knowledge, and existential growth to the center of education.
However, if applied without attention to developmental readiness and learner autonomy, it may risk becoming overly abstract
or directive.

Rousseau’s perspective addresses another major weakness: the premature institutionalization of the child through
competition, verbal instruction, excessive discipline, and social pressure. His philosophy reminds educators that children
require time, experience, movement, sensory engagement, choice, and contact with real life before abstract concepts and formal
moral discourse can become meaningful. However, if applied without a guiding moral and philosophical horizon, Rousseau’s
emphasis on natural development may remain insufficient for constructing a comprehensive account of ethical and existential
education.

The proposed integrated model therefore combines the strengths of both perspectives. In the early stages of education,
learning should be experiential, embodied, playful, nature-based, and developmentally appropriate. The teacher should act
primarily as a designer of environments and a protector of natural growth. In later stages, education should gradually move
toward rational reflection, ethical dialogue, self-regulation, philosophical questioning, meaningful action, and moral
responsibility. In this model, the teacher becomes both an environmental designer and a moral-intellectual guide. The learner
becomes an active agent of growth rather than a passive recipient of content. Assessment becomes formative, developmental,
evidence-based, and reflective rather than merely competitive and memory-oriented.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis of Mulla Sadra and Rousseau shows that educational renewal in Iran requires neither
an uncritical return to tradition nor a simple adoption of modern educational theories. Rather, it requires a philosophically
grounded synthesis that respects the natural development and autonomy of the learner while preserving the ethical, rational,
and meaning-oriented aims of education. Such a model can support the transition from rote, test-centered schooling toward a
growth-oriented, experiential, ethical, and meaning-centered educational system.

References

Adamson, P., & Taylor, R. C. (2004). The Cambridge Companion to Arabic Philosophy. https://books.google.com/books?id=iFMiIAWAAQBAJ

Adib, A. (2025). Filsafat Pendidikan: Urgensi, Perbandingan Konsep, dan Masa Depan Filsafat Pendidikan Indonesia.
https://books.google.com/books?id=s83ZEQAAQBAJ

Akkoyunlu, K. (2024). Guardianship and Democracy in Iran and Turkey: Tutelary Consolidation, Popular Contestation.
https://books.google.com/books?id=_u6gEQAAQBA)

Bahrami, A. (2026). Citizen Responsibility and Conscious Compliance with the Law: A Comparative Study of Iran and Europe.
https://books.google.com/books?id=4XTtEQAAQBAJ

Fathollahi, M. A., & Haghshenas, M. (2025). Theorizing the Philosophy of State and Political System: A Comparative Study of Western and
Islamic Political Thought. https://journals.sndu.ac.ir/article_3461_377b2ddfd00caefc2ef9fa08f05e5f4a.pdf

Harwood, W. H. (2025). Education as Glorious, Perpetual Revolution. https://philpapers.org/rec/HAREAG-3

Horkuc, H. (2004). Said Nursi's Ideal for Human Society: Moral and Social Reform in the Risale-i Nur Durham University].
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/1754/1/1754.pdf

Ismail, N., & Aziz, M. A. B. D. (2025). Educational Ideas by Thomas Jefferson and Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas: A Comparative Analysis.
Hamdard Islamicus. https://www.hamdardislamicus.com.pk/index.php/hi/article/view/381

Jackson, R. (2020). Beyond the Empirical Agent. In Muslim and Supermuslim: The Quest for the Perfect Human. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-
3-030-37093-0_6

Jawad, H. (2005). Seyyed Hossein Nasr and the Study of Religion in Contemporary Society. American Journal of Islam and Society.
https://books.google.com/books?id=gpM4DwWAAQBA)J

oo ®

ol 48,5 &yg0 (CCBY-NC 4.0) Lales b illas 331 oy ygos dllia ol L]l odi g5 4 Blaie dllie pl Ll Goi> (olos VFoF © Dl 3> g jore



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://books.google.com/books?id=iFMiAwAAQBAJ
https://books.google.com/books?id=s83ZEQAAQBAJ
https://books.google.com/books?id=_u6gEQAAQBAJ
https://books.google.com/books?id=4XTtEQAAQBAJ
https://journals.sndu.ac.ir/article_3461_377b2ddfd00caefc2ef9fa08f05e5f4a.pdf
https://philpapers.org/rec/HAREAG-3
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/1754/1/1754.pdf
https://www.hamdardislamicus.com.pk/index.php/hi/article/view/381
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-37093-0_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-37093-0_6
https://books.google.com/books?id=gpM4DwAAQBAJ

\f'? Jb‘(}uﬁ)uur)[ee)}.:

Lastra, A. (2022). Persia and the Enlightenment. La Torre del Virrey: Revista de Estudios Culturales.
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AN=162459574

McNeilly, S. (2002). On the True Philosopher and the True Philosophy: Essays on Swedenborg. https://books.google.com/books?id=aRh1P-
H8Q7sC

Mohomed, C. (2026). The Mirror: A Sufi Conception of Justice. In Beyond Eurocentric Social Theory: The Nomadic (pp. 62).
https://books.google.com/books?id=45LLEQAAQBAJ

Morshedi, A. (2025). Theoretical Perspectives on Tabatabai's Constructional Conceptions: Islamic Tradition and Modernity in the Iranian
Context. Critical Research on Religion. https://doi.org/10.1177/20503032251381307

Noor, N. M., & Berisha, E. (2025). Contestation of the Self in Modern and Religious Psychologies. Journal of Theoretical and Philosophical
Psychology. https://psycnet.apa.org/fulltext/2023-96783-001.html

Rezamand, A. (2020). Academic Philosophy, the University, and the Politics of Knowledge in Modern Iran Simon Fraser University].
https://summit.sfu.ca/item/20437

Swargiary, K. (2024). Educational Philosophy: Gauhati University BA 4th Semester (FYUGP).
https://books.google.com/books?id=kIS83EQAAQBA)

Copyright: © 2027 by the authors. Published under the terms and conditions of Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AN=162459574
https://books.google.com/books?id=aRh1P-H8Q7sC
https://books.google.com/books?id=aRh1P-H8Q7sC
https://books.google.com/books?id=45LLEQAAQBAJ
https://doi.org/10.1177/20503032251381307
https://psycnet.apa.org/fulltext/2023-96783-001.html
https://summit.sfu.ca/item/20437
https://books.google.com/books?id=kl83EQAAQBAJ

